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GSDF HONORS FALLEN HEROES

State Defense Force troops stand up statewide for those who have fallen

By MAJ Rich Elwell
GSDF Command Historian, PAO

Several hours before the first visitors
began to arrive at the Georgia National
Cemetery in Canton, 28 members of the
Georgia State Defense Force (GSDF)
were on duty to assist. Men and women
from the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Battalions of
1BDE, and the Medical Detachment,
were there to direct traffic and parking,
assist guests to their seats, and provide
medical assistance for this Memorial
Day ceremon
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Officer-in-Charge of the mission, 1LT
Pittman, described it as a team effort,
“Along with the GSDF, the Young
Marines, Boy Scouts, and member of the
motorcycle Patriot Guard area are also
here.”

NCO-in-Charge, SFC Glen Kelley
said, “The GSDF did this same mission
when the Georgia National Cemetery
was dedicated in 2006, and we have
been here every year since.”

Always an emotional and moving
experlence the memorial service began
A P introductions. GSDF
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Commander, BG Jerry Bradford was
introduced and the GSDF recognized.
Mr. Brion Moore, Director of the
Georgia National Cemetery, stated that a
recent survey revealed that only 28% of
Americans know the true meaning of
Memorial Day, that is, to honor and
remember those Americans who died in
service to their country, as well as all
veterans no longer with us.

Guest speaker, retired Navy Captain
Ted Daywalt reminded attendees of our
duty to defend the Constitution and

ged our leaders not to take lightly their
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sacred trust to those in uniform when
deciding to put them in harm’s way. His
inspiring remarks drew a standing
ovation from several hundred in
attendance.

Memorial wreaths were placed by
volunteers from Wreaths Across
America and taps played by three
members of Bugles Across America.
The closing benediction prayer asked for
travel safeties for all returning home,
and the GSDF helped insure that
happened.
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PLEASE SUBMIT NEWS FROM YOUR BATTALION TO MAJOR EDDIE WILLIAMS. SEE PAGE 10.
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GSDF Band helps dedicate new
America Legion post In Smyrna

By CPT William Pamplin,
PAO Staff

On Saturday, April 4, 2009, the Georgia State
Defense Force Band, augmented by auxiliary
musicians and members of the 116th Army
National Guard and 530th Air National Guard
Bands, participated in the dedication of the
new American Legion Post 160 building in

Sm&rna, Georgia.
nder the direction of CW3 Glenn R.

Moore, the band presented a rousing pre-
ceremony patriotic concert that featured
several popular marches, patriotic tunes,
and ended with an instrumental version of

a song dear to Georgia citizens, “Georgia
on My Mind” by Hoagy Carmichael. During
the ceremony, the band performed the National
Anthem and a medley of the Armed Forces

Service Songs, to honor our nation and
veterans and their families who were present.

Several prominent dignitaries attended the
event, including several elected officials,
Smyrna's Mayor Max Bacon, Mayor Pro-Tem
Wade S. Lnenicka, Cobb County Commission
Chairman Sam Olens, and Georgia House
Senator George Stoner. American Legion
dignitaries attending and participating in the
ceremony were Keith Hardman, American
Legion Post 160 Commander; past National
Commander, Robert “Bob” Turner; and
American Legion Senior Vice Commander,
Hal Reeves.

Keith Hardman, American Legion Post 160
Commander, recognized the band during the
festivities, expressing his pleasure for the band
supporting this special event and asked for
several rounds of applause from those in
attendance, which numbered at over 200. He

later noted the band’s performance “was one of
the finest ever at the old and new posts, in the
American Legion’s history.”

Today’s performance supports the band’s
mission of providing music in support of
public affairs and community relations to
foster support of Georgia citizens. Those in
attendance clapped along and tapped their feet
with the music. American Legion veterans and
family members proudly stood and many sang
along when the band played their respective
service song. Considering the audience's
applause, the band successfully completed its
mission in Smyrna, Georgia during this well-
received performance.

Future performances will include concerts
in town squares in the metro Atlanta area and
for the Fabulous 4th Celebration at the
International Horse Park in Conyers, Georgia
on July 4th, 20009.

GSDF Soldier co-wins C-130
Tail Flash Design Competition

By SGT Jeffrey Stone
HQ PAO, Heads Up Designer

A good friend of mine, MAJ Jim
Martin, a flight nurse in the Air Force
Reserve, told me about a competition the
94th Airlift Wing was having to redesign

the tail
flash

on their C-130’s. He thought | had a good
chance of winning so | decided to enter.

My idea was to design an eye-catching
flash that also displayed the pride of the
Georgia based unit. To achieve this, | used
elements and colors from the Georgia
state flag along with adding stylized gold
wings on the back of the flash to signify
flight and the US Air Force.

A few weeks after | submitted my
entry, | got an email from a Senior Master
SGT Joseph Brown. He told me that I had
“co-won” the competition with SSG Seth
Richards of the 94th Airlift Wing. He
invited me to Dobbins Air Reserve Base to
discuss some changes they wanted to

make to my design, and also show me
around the hangar and explain how the
flash would be applied to the tail. |
was told the voting was nearly a tie
so the decision was made to have
co-winners. COL Heath J.
Knuckolls, Commander of the
94th Airlift Wing, had the

final say on the design.
My original design
was a red bar in the
middle with only the
gold crest of the
GA state flag on a
b I u e
background

SGT Jeffrey Stone of the G.S.D.F. and SGT Seth Richards of the U.S. Air Force

on the end. They decided to change it to a
blue bar with the entire state flag on the
end. In my line of work as a graphic
designer for The Home Depot, I’m used to
having my ideas changed so | didn’t have

a problem with their suggested changes.
My family and | were invited to the
94th Airlift Wing’s Family Day in early
May 2009 for the unveiling of the new
flash. It was a huge event. There were
display booths, rides for the kids, military
demonstrations and of course, plenty of
food. They had a dunking booth and the
first person on the booth was COL
Knuckolls. Several people attempted to
dunk him in the water but failed. Next,
Taylor, my 10-year-old daughter and avid
softhall player, stepped

Photo by Taylor Stone

up and dunked the COL after two throws.
Because my daughter was the first to dunk
him, COL Knuckolls jokingly threatened
to take away my award that he had just
presented to me.

Afterward were given a quick tour of
the hangar and of a C-130 that was parked
inside. My girls were thrilled to explore
the cargo bay and to sit in the pilot and co-
pilot’s seat. Of course, my 6-year-old
daughter, Jacie started pushing buttons
and was quickly but kindly told by SSG
Richards to please refrain from pushing
any more buttons. That’s my girl.

We had a great time and | greatly
appreciated the Air Force’s kindness to
my family and gracious hospitality.



@ HEADS UP o« JUNE 20009

(PL Tom Biondolillo £ L oL 5 " . By PVT Mike Carey
and MSG Jim Grizzle > e : . - Tl : HQ/PAO Staff Writer/Photographer
of 1BN/1BDE 4 3 :

Forty-four outstanding members of the Georgia
State Defense Force participated in SAR training,
with twelve graduating from SAR School (Search
and Rescue) in Toccoa on 17 May 2009 and the
remainder at HQ 7 June 2009.

GEN Bradford officiated at the James A. Neal
Public Safety Training Center in Toccoa. The
graduates at both locations were presented with
certificates and the privilege to wear the SAR tab
on their uniforms. The graduates are considered to
be SARSPEC Il certified and will return to their
respective units in order to train other members of
the GSDF.

SARSPEC certifications are given at three
levels of proficiency; 111, Il and I, with | being the
highest. GEN Bradford has made it mandatory
that all members of GSDF achieve at least the
SARSPEC Il certification prior to calendar year
end, with some continuing to reach the more
difficult levels Il and I. “We will become the
premier SAR unit in Georgia. SAR is mandatory

! for all soldiers at level Il by the end of the year.
W A gt gl : ; ! SAR levels Il and | are encouraged but can be
ot g1 &’ P Lt 2 : difficult.” said GEN Bradford. This train-the-
HF e .r{'?-'ﬁ: LW, . S trainers graduation event marks a major jump-start

it ¢ A L T o | toward that goal.
i . : “The training was comprehensive and

rewarding, consisting of a combination of
individual survival, search and rescue skills”, said
SGT Gillham, one of the graduates. Some
examples of skills covered are: night land
navigation, shelter building, signaling, water
purification, man tracking, repelling, knot tying
and deployment of smoke grenades.

For those wishing to achieve the more advanced
level of SARSPEC II, SGT Gillham recommends
training two to three times per week carrying at
least 25Ibs., with the goal of covering 2 miles in 30
minutes or less. SARSPEC | candidates should

| increase that to 45 Ibs, with the goal of 3 miles in
45 minutes or less.

Instructors were MAJ Bryant, 1LT Szendel,
WOL1 Roberts and SSG Brown.

Becoming the premier SAR unit in Georgia will

| make GSDF even more “Ready to Serve”.
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Awardees await their SAR tabs BG Bradford and cadre issue SAR orders






