
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Very first GSDF Officer 
Candidate Class graduates 
2005, local authorities alerted the residences of 
Forsyth, Georgia of an Anthrax Bio-terror attack, of 
unknown origin.  Immediately, panic erupted.  Citizens 
were unaware of what to do and/or where to go…” 

This could be the headline on any given day, but, due 
to the careful planning of state and local authorities, 
Monroe County is one step closer to having a well 
thought-out plan for dealing with such disasters. 

A Mock Exercise was set up on April 2 under the 
guidance of state and local government agencies, in 
conjunction with the 5BDE of the Georgia State 
Defense Force, the Monroe County Sheriff’s H and 
many other volunteers, as well as the media and role 
players.  

The four-hour exercise consisted of “victims” reporting 
to a medical facility and being diagnosed for treatment 
or further evaluation.   

Monroe Co. Sheriff’s Deputy Jarred Duncan said, “It is 
outstanding that all the groups and agencies worke 

d well together.  We don’t see that very much.  Bio-
Terrorism is real life and small towns need to prepare.” 

 

GSDF’s State Command Sergeant Major Bardoul also 
praised the exercise, saying the drill “helps us to learn 
in a controlled environment.” 

The coordinator of the exercise, Mrs. Janet Freeman, 
Monroe Co. EMA Director, commented on the 
professionalism and military decorum displayed by the 
GSDF troopers.  She referred to the GSDF as their 
“partners in community service”, praising it as an 
organization that will always be there to help the 
citizens of Georgia. 

The 5BDE, known as “The Ravens”, is under the 
command of COL Dick Lockert. 
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Nineteen GSDF troopers were the first-ever graduates from 
the State Defense Force’s Officer Candidate School on 
January 22nd.  The OCS students, who were selected from 
different GSDF brigades by a board of senior officers, had 
to complete a program that included six consecutive 
weekends of classroom and field training at the Georgia 
Military Institute/122nd Regiment RTI facility in Macon.   

The nineteen officer candidates of GSDF OCS Class 06-01
received their commissions from BG Mike McGuinn in a
ceremony at the Georgia Military Institute on Jan. 22nd,
which was attended by nearly two hundred family members,
friends, and other guests.      

School Commandant
Capt. James Clifton led
most of the classroom

instruction for the OCS
(right) while the officer

candidates of Class 06-
01 took copious notes
(below).  The students

received instruction
outside the classroom

as well, such as an STX
involving a post-natural

disaster scenario
(bottom).

Classroom training focused at the GSDF OCS focused on 
leadership, land navigation, first aid, radio procedures, 
conducting military briefings, after action reporting, risk 
management, emergency management, METL 
development, and more.  In addition to traditional drill and 
ceremony, field training included guard duty, leading 
physical training classes, and disaster response, the latter 
involving a situational training exercise where the 
candidates performed search & rescue, triage, and 
command operations as prescribed by FEMA’s Incident 
Command System procedures. 

The next GSDF OCS class begins in May, with boarding for 
new candidates currently ongoing. Photos: 2LT Catherine Bates



  In  Focus  
In Focus this month:  
Georgia’s 48th BCT 

From Ga. ARNG PAO reports 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Colonel Leon Curry, a retired family physician is also a prior U.S. 
Army and Air National Guard Flight Surgeon and former commander 
of the 165th GAANG TAC Hospital.  COL Curry is the Chief of 
Professional Services for the AMD. 

LTC Enrique Fernandez is an actively practicing medical physician 
specializing in neurology with extensive civil defense and incident 
command experience.   

Colonel Sarah Henderson, a retired RN, is AMD’s Chief of Nursing 
Services and has over 30 years of Nursing practice in a variety of 
patient care settings.  

CPT Matthew Hamby, an actively practicing chiropractor physician is 
a recent addition to the AMD and runs a thriving practice in Rincon, 
Ga.  

Senior Master Sergeant Jerry Clark, prior service combat medic in 
Vietnam is our First Sergeant of the detachment. Senior MSGT Clark 
wears the prestigious Combat Medic’s Badge for valor in combat.   

TSGT William C. Lanier (Billy) is a prior service soldier with the 75th 
Rangers, who has earned the prestigious Ranger tab, Airborne jump 
wings, Basic Trauma Life Support and the Expert Infantryman’s 
Badge. As the S-3 NCOIC he brings a wealth of experience and 
expertise as training NCO. 

SSG Alice T. Thomas is a Nurse Specialist that works in several 
venues including Surgical Nurse, Emergency Room Nurse and holds 
certification in Advanced Cardiac Life Support, CPR Instructor Cert 
and currents serves on the Cardiac, Stroke and Trauma Teams within 
her facility.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3rd Brigade honors  
retiring GSDF troopers 
By Capt. Alton Suggs, 3rd Medical Company 
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Georgians from the 48th BCT continue to help Iraqi
civilians in rebuilding their country, as they approach
the end of their deployment to the combat theater. 

One small but important act of assistance occurred
last month as members of the 48th ARNG delivered
new shoes to children in An Nasiriyah, which will
allow the youngsters to attend school - in Iraq the
students aren't allowed into the classroom unless
properly dressed, and some families cannot afford
even a simple pair of shoes for their children.   

The supply of shoes for little feet was acquired when
the 48th teamed up with Air Force Maj. Steve
Kassebaum of the Defense Contract Management
Agency.  Maj. Kassebaum had secured thirty cartons
of shoes from the Nike corporation, but had no way
to deliver them.  Thus the 48th BCT Civil Affairs
section stepped in to help. 

According to SSG Britt Smith, “Lines formed as the
cartons were opened and children from 6 to 16
crowded around the soldiers as they made every
effort to fit the children feet, with the correct size
shoe. The scene was reminiscent of parents
stateside, preparing their own children for the first
day of school.” 

A soldier from Jesup, Spc. Daniel Larson, said that
"We are making friends for life and that’s great for us
here and for Americans back home." 

We welcome your comments! Please send letters, story ideas, etc to the Editor: 
garry.moon@travelinc.com  

3rd Brigade hosted a Retirement Ceremony on February
11th for retiring 3rd Brigade soldiers from 2005. The 3rd
Medical Company joined in the celebration to honor
distinguished retirees such as Colonel Leon Curry and Major
Charles Crawford. Lt. Col. Ron Ledford presided at the
ceremony and spoke of patriotism and willingness to serve
in honor and tribute to the retirees.  

3rd Brigade soldiers as well as 3rd Medical Company troops
stood in formation in tribute and respect to these retiring
heroes. In addition, SSG Keven Leasure explained a GSDF
tribute in which the retirees names would be added to the
flag flown over the state capitol in honor of their service.
This is a highly prestigious tribute and honored tradition for
our GSDF retirees. 

Members of the 3rd Brigade and 3rd Medical Company gather 
to pay tribute to GSDF retirees such as Col. Leon Curry, a 
physician who served with the 3rd MedCo (formerly known as 
the Air Medical Detachment) as Chief of Professional Services. 

     Photo:  CPT Alton Suggs

Spc. Sam Rogers with the 48th BCT Headquarters Co. gets a 
warm hug of thanks from a young Iraqi girl after the 48th 
delivered new shoes to schoolchildren at the Abu Tubar 
School near An Nasiriyah in southern Iraq 

Photo: Britt Smith, 48th BCT PAO

Immediately following the ceremony a light reception was
conducted and the soldiers greeted the retirees with
handshakes and impromptu photos with these retiring
GSDF leaders.  

Friends and family of GSDF members prepared a banquet
style buffet in which all the retirees and soldiers enjoyed
and gathered around sharing stories of past missions,
conquests, and memorable moments with the past GSDF
leaders.  

Capt. Alton Suggs, CO of 3rd MedCo, said they would miss
“their trusted friend, and beloved leader, Col. Curry. His
distinguished military career encompassed over 40 years of
honorable service.”  Prior to joining GSDF, Col. Curry had
served with the US Army Reserve Medical Service Corps,
and was deployed to South Vietnam in 1965-66 as
Commander of the 8th Medical Detachment. 


